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Midweek Lenten Service, March 24, 2020

Week of Lent 5: Change of Plans
God’s ways are not our own. We expect a conquering king and hero, but Jesus instead leads us down the road to Jerusalem and humbles himself on the cross. God changes our plans and replaces them with a love broader and deeper than anything we could imagine.
 


















OPENING DIALOGUE
We see Jesus walking ahead on the road.
He leads us toward Jerusalem.

We follow but are very afraid.
He says the Son of Man will be handed over.

We understand nothing about all these things.
He says the prophets’ words will be fulfilled.

We hear him talk of suffering and death.
Forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you!


GATHERING SONG		“Blessed Assurance”		(ELW 638)
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PRAYER
O God our surprise, you offer so much more than our own limited plans envision. You take our place, becoming our salvation through the cross. As we prepare for Holy Week, strengthen our hearts and minds to follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. When we betray like Judas, deny like Peter, and scatter like the disciples, forgive our frailties. Bring us the promise of resurrection and new life in you. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
PSALM										Psalm 2
 1Why do the nations conspire,
 and the peoples plot in vain?
 2The kings of the earth set themselves,
 and the rulers take counsel together,
 against the LORD and his anointed, saying,
 3"Let us burst their bonds asunder,
 and cast their cords from us."
 4He who sits in the heavens laughs;
 the LORD has them in derision.
 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
 and terrify them in his fury, saying,
 6"I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill."
 7I will tell of the decree of the LORD:
 He said to me, "You are my son;
 today I have begotten you.
 8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
 and the ends of the earth your possession.
 9You shall break them with a rod of iron,
 and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel."
 10Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
 be warned, O rulers of the earth.
 11Serve the LORD with fear,
 with trembling 
12kiss his feet,
or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way;
 for his wrath is quickly kindled.
 Happy are all who take refuge in him.

READING									Isaiah 52:13-15
A reading from Isaiah.

 13See, my servant shall prosper;
 he shall be exalted and lifted up,  and shall be very high.
 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him
  — so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
 and his form beyond that of mortals — 
 15so he shall startle many nations;  kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
 for that which had not been told them they shall see,
 and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING							Mark 10:32-34
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

32They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33saying, "See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; 34they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

REFLECTION			Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese

HYMN OF THE DAY 		“Lamb of God”	(ELW 336)
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PRAYERS
O God our help,
you walk with us through all of life’s changes.
Grant us strength, patience, wisdom, and understanding.
O God our hope,
you come to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
Show us your salvation,
and lead us in the way of the cross.
O God our shelter,
you enfold us like a mother hen gathering her chicks.
Watch over all who are sick, grieving, lonely, and in need this day.
O God our home, you claim us as your beloved children.
Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom.
All this we ask through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
 

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
and especially for all who are suffering or are in any affliction.
Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace.
Help all those who suffer any pain or grief, hopelessness or anxiety.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.
Mighty God,
mercifully grant strength to the weak
and comfort to those who suffer,
that their sickness and pain may be turned into health.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.
God of peace and reconciliation,
bring an end to the sickness of the world,
especially violence, terrorism, war, and their causes.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.
Holy God, Holy One,
your Son prayed that your people may be one.
May the gift of baptism be a power
for healing the church’s brokenness,
and bless all efforts for renewal and Christian unity.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.
Loving God,
mend broken relationships and bring peace
to our families, our congregation, this community, and the world.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.
Eternal God, we thank you for all the faithful departed. Heal the pain of all who grieve.
In your great mercy,
hear us, O God.

O God, we bring these intercessions before you,
knowing that you will hear us as you have promised,
and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

 
BLESSING
The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways.
In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.


SENDING SONG	“Go My Children with My Blessing”	(ELW 543)			
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DISMISSAL
Go now in peace, for nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
 
Some of the prayers are based on the text of “O God, our help in ages past” (ELW 632; text by Isaac Watts) and Luke 23:42.
Text of the Lord’s Prayer from “Salvation unto us has come” (ELW 590). Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
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3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
n “ J
)T A ] I 3 I I I ! y 3
Y 4N I' I\} I I _ D) I i 1 J ih/ —
Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
é%—?‘ﬁ'—f—p_k  — : | . i
e e e L .
In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
0 u .
) A m— \ I ! K . 1 \
oo+ ——
J d A A 4 J d . ~r
Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Text: Twila Paris,b. 1958

Music: Twila Paris
YOUR ONLY SON

Text and music © 5 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music
198, igh Musi i
y ic// pring i




