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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, WOODLAND, MI
Midweek Lent Service, March 30, 2022
*If you are listening in your car, please tune your radio to FM 87.7*
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OPENING DIALOGUE

Open our hearts, Lord, to behold your laws.
Teach us to walk in your commandments.
Grant us grace to know and understand your will,
for all that we are in body and soul is a gift from you.
Lord, you are the everlasting Truth,
the one who speaks the words of eternal life.
Open our hearts, Lord, to behold your laws.
Teach us to walk in your commandments.
(Based on Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471, The Imitation of Christ, trans. Richard Whitford, ca. 1530)

GATHERING SONG   “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” ELW 512
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Open our hearts, Lord, and fill us with your love. Grant us strength and courage, remove our hard-heartedness, and turn us always to you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

READING										2 Corinthians 6:1-13
A reading from 2 Corinthians.

1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
 "At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
 and on a day of salvation I have helped you."
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return — I speak as to children — open wide your hearts also.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM											Psalm 28

 1To you, O LORD, I call;
 my rock, do not refuse to hear me,
 for if you are silent to me,
 I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.
 2Hear the voice of my supplication,
 as I cry to you for help,
 as I lift up my hands
 toward your most holy sanctuary.
 3Do not drag me away with the wicked,
 with those who are workers of evil,
 who speak peace with their neighbors,
 while mischief is in their hearts.
 4Repay them according to their work,
 and according to the evil of their deeds;
 repay them according to the work of their hands;
 render them their due reward.
 5Because they do not regard the works of the LORD,
 or the work of his hands,
 he will break them down and build them up no more.
 6Blessed be the LORD,
 for he has heard the sound of my pleadings.
 7The LORD is my strength and my shield;
 in him my heart trusts;
 so I am helped, and my heart exults,
 and with my song I give thanks to him.
 8The LORD is the strength of his people;
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
 9O save your people, and bless your heritage;
 be their shepherd, and carry them forever.

READING										Acts 16:11-15
A reading from Acts.

11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION		Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese
 
HYMN OF THE DAY	“Change My Heart O God”  ELW 801
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PRAYERS
Lord of all life,
when we cannot see the beauty of your creation,
open our eyes, that all living things thrive and grow.
When we neglect the poor, the sick, and the grieving,
open our hands to do your work in the world.
When we ignore the cries of injustice in our midst,
open our ears, that all will know your love.
When we are hardened against our neighbor,
open our hearts and heal our resentment.
When we are closed to the grace you long to give us,
open our lives and turn us to follow in the way of the cross.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
 LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
 

PEACE
 

PRAYER (ELW, p. 64, adapt.)
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen.
 

BLESSING
Go into the world with eyes open to the transforming light of Christ, hands open to serve those you meet, ears open to the call of the Spirit, hearts open to the bountiful love of God, and lives open to follow Christ to the cross.
The God who opened for us the way of everlasting life ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
 
SENDING SONG	“O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate” ELW 722
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
12
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




