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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, July 31, 2022
*If you are listening in your car, please tune your radio to FM 87.7*
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen.

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.
Blessed be God forever.


GATHERING SONG 	“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” ELW 774
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING 						Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23
A reading from Ecclesiastes.

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


PSALM											Psalm 49:1-12

 1Hear this, | all you peoples;
  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
 2you of high de- | gree and low,
  rich and | poor together.
 3My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
 4I will incline my ear | to a proverb
  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp. 
 5Why should I be afraid in | evil days,
  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
  and boast of | their great riches?
 7One can never re- | deem another,
  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
 8for the ransom of a life | is so great
  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
 9in order to live forev- | er and ever
  and never | see the grave.
 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | generation,
  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.
 12Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;
  they are like the | beasts that perish. 





SECOND READING							Colossians 3:1-11
A reading from Colossians.

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.





GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL 										Luke 12:13-21
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS		Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese

SERMON 							Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese

HYMN OF THE DAY 		“Day By Day” ELW 790
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. We pray especially for St. James Lutheran Church and Rev. Mary Hughes. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. 
We also pray for the people of Ukraine and the people suffering from recent mass shootings and gun violence. Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY SONG
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength.

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.


COMMUNION	
*continuous


SONGS DURING COMMUNION 	 

“O Living Bread from Heaven” ELW 542
[image: ]



“Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth 
☩ bless you all, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG		“God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW  705
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Thank you to all who served in worship today!

Presider: Pastor Becky Ebb Speese
Musician: Martha Yoder
Elder: Paul Meade
 Trustee: Dan Zylstra
Offering Counters: Doug Mackenzie & Mike Johnson
Safety Person: Jerry Engle




This week at Zion:
· Visioning meeting, today after service
· Men’s Coffee, 8 AM Wednesday, August 3



















ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk106267936].
· Christ in our Home and the Lutheran: Don’t forget to sign up in the narthex if you would like to continue receiving these publications. 
· Free Community Meals will be held every Thursday at Central United Methodist Church from 4-6. All are welcome to attend. Volunteers are needed for the community meal at Central United Methodist Church for August. Please let Pastor Becky know what week(s) in August that you could help.
· VBS Supplies: Our mission partner congregation, Trinity Lutheran, Battle Creek, is having an intergenerational VBS from August 15-18 from 3:45-6:00. They would love a few people from Zion to come and take part as well as assist with their collection of items. Here is a list of items that are needed. Please bring them to church by August 7 so I can tell them what we have collected and have time to make arrangements to deliver them.
· Paper Cups
· Potting soil
· Green beans seeds
· Pony beans in red, white, black, green, blue, and yellow, 300+ each
· Beads with opening at least 2mm in diameter, could be more pony beads
· 8 oz bottles of water
· Sidewalk chalk
· Run for Your Life 5K and Family Walk on August 13 to support the new Alpha Care Center on 4th Ave in Lake Odessa. For more information, contact Robin Morehouse at robinm@alphacarecenter.org or visit their website at https://alphacarecenter.org 
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Music: Caribbean traditional
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress
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* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Haling, b. 1945
Mus DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in Nogth America,

South America, and Central Americ;

including the Caribbean,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





image6.tiff
NO
i s

O Living Bread from Heaven

Il

= =

?

| | | | I?idl ai-

I O liv - ing Bread from heav - en, how well you feed your guest!
2 My Sav-ior, you have led me with - in  your ho - liest place,
3 You gave me all I want - ed; this food can death de - stroy.
4 Oh, grant me then, well-strength-ened with heav'n-ly food, while here
e — e
o e [ [ F P o o [ J & J | i
A\ b I I I I I b J P= D
J |
The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me with trea - sures of your grace;
And you have free - ly grant - ed the cup of end-less joy.
my course on earth is  length-ened, to  serve you, free from fear;
0 u . .
A e e e e e e
G ——s — e
O won-drous food of bless - ing! O cup that heals our woes!
for you have free-1ly giv - en what -earth could nev - er buy,
My Lord, 1 do not mer - it the fa - vor you have shown,
and bring me home to praise you where none can peace de - stroy,
0 u
)7 A . I | ) I ) I
VAN I I I I I I I y y I y )
LS T I I ™ A" R — [ E— — |
J - - J J—‘H _‘_ 7

My heart, this gift pos-sess - ing, in thank-ful song o’er - flows!
the bread of life from heav - en, that now [ shall not die.
and all my soul and spir - it bow down be - fore your throne.
where I  will ev - er raise you glad songs in end-less  joy.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv -ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924




