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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022
*If you are listening in your car, please tune your radio to FM 87.7*
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle by the Johnson/Hokanson family

Christmas Eve: The Christ Candle

Candle Lighting: On this most holy day we light all four candles in our Advent wreath, and we are reminded of the Expectation, Preparation, Proclamation, and Revelation of His coming. Now we light the Christ Candle, we rejoice that the promise of God has been fulfilled in the coming of the Baby born in a manger. 

Prayer: Gracious and Mighty King, we celebrate your goodness to us as we join the triumph and joy of Christmas. As your love has been reveled in all of its fullness, we pray that love may abound in our hearts during this special day. Grant us the spirit of Christ that we may live in the fullness of his character every day. In His name we pray. Amen.


GATHERING SONG 	
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING		    Isaiah 9:2-7 		
 2 The people who walked in darkness
 have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
 on them light has shined.
 3You have multiplied the nation,
 you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
 as with joy at the harvest,
 as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4For the yoke of their burden,
 and the bar across their shoulders,
 the rod of their oppressor,
 you have broken as on the day of Midian.
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
 and all the garments rolled in blood
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
 6For a child has been born for us,
 a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders;
 and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 7His authority shall grow continually,
 and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
 He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
 from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: The First Noel, Verse 1
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GOSPEL PART 1		Luke 2:1-7				

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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GOSPEL PART 2		Luke 2: 8-14				

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
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GOSPEL PART 3		Luke 2: 15-20				

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
		

CHILDREN’S SERMON					Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese

SERMON								Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese

CREEDAL HYMN 					Tune: “From Heav’n Above” # 358

God’s gift des-cends from Heav’n on High.
The Baby in the Manger lies.
Our Father has sent us His Son
That we with Him might now be one.

Christ Jesus is our Holy King!
To Him glad praises we shall sing!
Upon a cross deep sorrows bring;
He lives, so death has lost its sting!

The Spirit comes, the Church’s seal!
Christ comes, in Water, Word and Meal!
With angels let us now proclaim
We do believe God’s Saving Name!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church throughout the world celebrates the Word of God being born among us. Endow your church with a zeal for sharing your love and grace with all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and the trees sing for joy at your coming. Grant us wisdom to care for your creation in ways that benefit all of your creatures. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and brings salvation to all. Bring healing to people and nations divided by violence (especially). Direct the leaders of the nations, so that in self-controlled, upright, and godly living, they may work toward peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Mighty God of mercy, you come among us as a vulnerable infant. Protect all in need: those without homes or caregivers, those who grieve, all who are hungry, and all who are ill. We pray especially for the people of Ukraine. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to worship in holy splendor. Direct our worship, fellowship, and service, so that our lives and Christian witness may be pleasing to you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Everlasting God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you for revealing your faithfulness and love to us through the saints of every time and place . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.


PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG

[image: ]








THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]    
   May the Lord be  wi-th you.     May the Lord remain with you.
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]	
            Lift your hearts to God in praise --To the Lord our hearts we raise.
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]

[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]	
              Glo -----------------------------                                            ria,   
   [image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]  

[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]   
	in Excelsis        De -- o!                Glo----------------------------- 
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]

[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]
    -------------------------- ria,                       in Excelsis   De -- o!
[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]

Pastor sings this alone until refrain---

[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]     	     
                  In the Word of God made flesh — Great and wondrous mystery
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]


[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]	—                   With the Church in Heav’n and earth, celebrate Christ’s Holy Birth:
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]

[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]	
           Glo -----------------------------                                            ria,   
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]   
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]   	
             in Excelsis        De -- o!                Glo----------------------------- 
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]

[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]
    -------------------------- ria,                       in Excelsis   De -- o!
[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]

SANCTUS
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183] 
   	       Holy, holy, holy, Lord,            Mighty God of Sabb-aoth,
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]
          Heav’n and earth Your glory fills , Blest hosannas in Your name:
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]






[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]	
            Glo -----------------------------                                            ria,   
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]   
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]   	
            in Excelsis        De -- o!                Glo----------------------------- 
[image: Glory to God: the Presbyterian Hymnal page 183]

[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]
    -------------------------- ria,                       in Excelsis   De -- o!
[image: Celebrating Grace Hymnal page 123]








LORD’S PRAYER 					(Tune – “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”)
Our Father, Who on Heav’n’s High Throne, Most Holy be Your name. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done On earth, in Heav’n the same.
Give us our daily bre-ad; Forgiven may we be;
Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free.

Yours in the Kingdom, unto You In humble worship bow;
And ours the pow’r, Lord, let us trust Your Mighty presence now. 
Your glorious praises su-ng; By angel hosts and men; 
In ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue, Forevermore. Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION					 (Tune – “I Heard The Bells”) 
The night Lord Jesus was betrayed He took the bread and when He’d
prayed, and given to His disciples, said: “Now take and eat all from this bread.” “This is My + Body given for you”, and ev’ry time  that this you do, remember that I died to free; all men that they may come to Me.” And after that when He had supped and given thanks He took the cup, and then to His disciples said: “This is My + Blood; for  you it’s shed.” “Now drink the Cup, for this is new, My Testament, poured out for you; your sins are gone! Now this shall be fore’er a meal rememb’ring Me.”


					
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God! 

COMMUNION	

SONGS DURING COMMUNION 

[image: ]	
[image: ]
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (spoken)
Let us pray: Help us and work in us, Great Lord, that what we have received with our lips in Your holy bread and cup we may keep with pure hearts, and that through this Holy Communion gift given to us in this present life we may hereafter receive life everlasting with You in Heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

SPECIAL MUSIC	Dan Utterback	“O Holy Night”

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

HYMN		SILENT NIGHT	
[image: ] 

BENEDICTION				 (Tune – “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”)
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
           Now may the Lord      be        with you. /  And with you, His servant true.
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
         The Lord now bless and keep you;      Shine His face    up – on       you; 
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
	Lift   His fav – our     up -- on you,        and + grant You true, abiding peace – 
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]



[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]
       Christ is      born      to ---    day!              Christ is    born!    A -  men.
[image: Lift Up Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs page 108]


SENDING SONG			

[image: ]

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



Thank you to all who served in worship today!

Presider: Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese		Musician: Martha Yoder
Elder:				                  		Trustee: Jerry Engle
Acolytes: Anna Zylstra, Emil Meyers					
Safety Person: Dan Zylstra
Offering Counters: 
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The First Noel
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional
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Away 1n a Manger
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I A -way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
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3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
0 | — e ———
e e e e e e e e e =
\\aY A - | | | D)
J & r
Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. [ love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
Pl | s D s s s s T |
i I I I I = & I I
R e el L.
down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

live with you there.
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1  An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seck the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
eV - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in One.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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What Child Is This

n “ L |
J = I N | \ L | |
&G+ T T
~—e = == o = - :
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
0 4 \ .
A | P I K ——— N n I I
S 1) & T ) — : T |
o == ¢4—t. oo~

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;
The

for sin-ners here the
King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let

si - lent Word is plead-ing.
lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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Go Tell It on the Mountain
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
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at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - Iu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en- ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—-1863
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98 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice  with heart and soul and

2 Good Chris-tian friends, re -
3 Good Chris-tian  friends, re -
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with heart and soul and
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gve yehed o what we sayi e sus Chiist s bom  to-day.

now ye hear of end-less bliss Je - sus Christ was bom for this!
now ye need not fear the grave: Je - sus Christ was bom to savel
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OXx and ass be - fore him bow, and he s in  the man-ger now.
He has o-pened heav-en's door, and we are blest
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his ev
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Words: GermanLatin, medieva; . John M. Neal, 1853, al, D,
Music (N DULCI JUBILO. 855 German, 14
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Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her Kking; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and ftri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade




