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Welcome Pastor Ken Scheck
Zion overwhelmingly approved entering into a three-year agreement with Grace Lutheran
Church in Hasting to form a shared ministry. Pastor Ken Scheck will be providing
pastoral care and leadership to both Grace and Zion. The agreement is effective
January 1st .

Pastor Ken has served Grace as the Lead Pastor since December 1, 2017.  He is a
graduate of Capital University (‘90) and Trinity Lutheran Seminary (’94) of Columbus,
Ohio. 
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Ken’s first call in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was as Youth and Family
Ministry Pastor for Christ Lutheran Church (ELCA) Reese, Michigan and then as Interim
Pastor at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Saginaw, Michigan.   After serving in Michigan
Pastor Ken served in Ohio at Salem Lutheran Church, Wooster, Ohio, Zion Lutheran
Church, Canton, Ohio, Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Berlin Center, Ohio and Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, North Georgetown, Ohio. 
 
Pastor Ken has his license as an Intentional Interim Ministry and is also a certified
Elementary Education teacher. 
Ken is married to Laura Marie Kattherhenrich Scheck, a public librarian, also a graduate
of Capital University (’89).  Pastor Ken and Laura have two adult children, Ethan and
Anna.  In his free time Ken loves to watch movies, walk in God’s natural beauty, and
play Euchre and other games. 
We are excited to have Pastor Ken’s experience and leadership here at Zion. We look
forward to getting to know each other better in the coming months and to strengthening
our faith and ministries.
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Annual Meeting and Potluck, January 18

Zion’s annual meeting is scheduled for January 18th immediately following worship.
There are several important issues on the agenda including elections to the Council and
Boards and discussion on the future of the parsonage. There will be a potluck lunch
following the annual meeting. Please mark you calendar and plan to attend.
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Annual Meeting Reports

Please have Board Reports to the church office email or in the secretary’s mailbox by January 10th, 2026.  Thank you, this allows the packets to be prepared for the meeting.


IMPORTANT REMINDER

Church Worship Service is 11am every Sunday starting in January and Sunday School will begin at 9:45 am. Please share this information, so others are not left out.
Letter from Paul Meade, President: Church Parsonage
Dear Members of Zion:

We have entered into an agreement with pastor Kenneth Scheck II to be our pastor for
the next 3 years. Since pastor Scheck owns his own home, he will not be using the
parsonage.
We have limited options as to what we can do.

Option 1 is to maintain the parsonage as is. Yearly costs of this are approximately
$2000.00 a year. This includes insurance and utilities; maintenance costs would be
additional to this.

Option 2 is to return the parsonage to the deed holder. As we do own the house, we do
not own the land it sits on.

Prayerfully consider what you would like to do going forward as his will be an agenda
item on the Annual Meeting on January 18, 2026.

Paul Meade, President
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Christmas Caroling Fun
Thank you to everyone who came out to join in raising our voices in singing Christmas
Carols! On December 23rd, fifteen people were able to visit Lynden and Judy Fisher,
Arlene Forman, Joyce Heise and Gloria Anderson to sing, visit and leave a bag of
goodies and cards from their family and friends at Zion. It was a wonderful afternoon of
fellowship and fun. Following the visits, our carolers were treated to dinner at Culver’s
in Ionia. We are thinking we might have restarted a great tradition!

Community Dinner, January 22nd
Zion will be hosting the Community Dinner held at Central Church in Lake Odessa on
January 22nd. Zion is responsible for providing volunteers to help set-up, serve and
clean-up. In addition, Zion will need to provide desserts for about 80 people. If you can
help or provide a dessert, please let Rocky Johnson know.

Christmas Eve Service
Thank you to everyone who took part in planning, decorating, or serving in some way for
our Christmas Eve service. Pastor Ken led us in a wonderful service of scriptures, carols, a beautiful message and holy communion. Jayne Flanigan and Martha Yoder provided piano-organ duet music. The poinsettia garden looked beautiful. Thank you to Mary Makley for organizing the purchase of flowers and to her and Emil for arranging them in the sanctuary. We had 51 people attend this special service. If you could not attend, it is available on our Facebook page. A copy of the list of the memorials and honors for the poinsettia garden is attached.

Special Offering Designation for 2026
At their December meeting, council approved keeping the special offering designations
the same in 2026. The special offerings are:
Lent: World Hunger
Thanksgiving: Lakewood Area Ministerial Association
Advent: Manna’s Market
Christmas: Lakewood Community Council

Thank You

Thank you to Dawn Brodbeck and Erin Scarborough for making the ornaments for each Sunday in Advent.  The detail of each shows the love and care that went into each one.
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Thank You
We would like to thank all the participants in the Christmas Program.  The congregation greatly appreciated seeing our youth share the Christmas story.  
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SHUT-IN VALENTINE BAGS
Please look for the opportunity to share a little joy with Zion’s shut-ins by putting something in our Valentine bags. Let them know that they are special to us by putting in sweet treats, tea bags or an individual size drink mix, exchange Valentines, a note, a child’s drawing or anything you may think of.  Dawn and Buffy will be putting these out later in January, so that volunteers can deliver them before Valentine’s Day. 
Prayer Chain
Please update your email for the prayer chain on the list in the narthex.  There are many incorrect emails in the group email, and I keep having emails failed to be delivered. If you have any questions, see Buffy. Thank you!








SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
January 4-  Communion 11am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: 
Elder: Naomi Wilson
Trustee: Tom Krikke
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Doug MacKenzie & Mike Johnson

January 11-Communion 11 am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: Kole Hokanson
Elder: Dan Utterback
Trustee: Mike Johnson
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Mary Makley & Martha Yoder

January 18- Communion 11am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: 
Elder: Buffy Meyers
Trustee: Doug Mackenzie
Musician: Jayne Flanagan
Offering Counters: Diane Griffin & Carlotta Willard

January 25 Communion 11am 
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: 
Elder: Naomi Wilson
Trustee: 
Musician: Jayne Flanagan
Offering Counters: Paul Meade & Carlotta Willard








You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to
be kept. Matthew 5:16
As we begin a New Year, we are challenged by Jesus to invite all to know God’s grace.
I am thrilled that I am getting the opportunity to serve you as your pastor. Things are
moving fast in the ELCA. We are becoming more nibble and flexible with the way we do
ministry. It may not seem like things moved fast for Zion in its search for a pastor. I am
sorry to hear the long journey you had to endure to get a pastor to partner with you in
sharing ministry in the name of Jesus Christ, but God’s timing seemed to be longer than
it normally would be this time around. The opportunity for me to become your pastor
only came to fruition in June, after I was serving the staff at Camp Luther, and Bishop
Julie Schneider-Thomas and I had a wonderful discussion about the good people at
Zion.
Zion and Grace Lutheran congregations will begin a new partnership on January 1,
2026.
Pastor Ken Scheck will officially continue his letter of call with Grace Lutheran Church.
Grace signed the Letter of Agreement on Tuesday, December 16, 2025, between Grace
and Zion, which was the last step in our process. The contract will last for three years.
Pastor Scheck will spend 50 percent of his time in doing ministry at each congregation.
This will be a very different model of ministry for Zion, but it has been done in many
settings throughout the ELCA.
In fact, two other locations in the synod are using the same model for shared ministry.
Lansing and Battle Creek are going through the process of sharing a pastor for two
congregations. Grace, Lansing &amp; Christ, Dewitt; and St. Peter, Battle Creek &amp; Trinity,
Battle Creek.
I close with a lyric my good friend Ray Makeever wrote. It speaks of our division, but
more importantly it speaks of our unity in Jesus Christ. Let us be guided by Jesus’ song
of unity. Here are the lyrics of “A New Song”:
From every tribe
and every nation,
from every people
and every tongue,
from every corner
of the whole creation
comes a new song that must be sung.
Let us sing a new song in God’s great love through Jesus Christ! Happy New Year!
Pastor Ken Scheck II +
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