Zion Messenger + February 2026
Pastor Ken Scheck  269-370-4632 + Church Office number 269-367-4817
Emergency Number – President Paul Meade 616-340-7305
Church Directory Update
It is that time of the year again! We are updating the church directory. If changes to your address, phone number or email address, please let us know. There is a copy on the table in the Narthex that you can note changes on. If that is not convenient, please let Martha Yoder know your changes. We will be taking your changes for a month and then will make updates and distribute the directory. Thank you!you have any 
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Updated Council and Board List
Attached to the newsletter is the updated 2026 Council and Board member list. We truly
appreciate the dedication and service of everyone who is willing to serve on Council and the Boards. Our church is active and it takes many hands to make everything come together and work! We could not do it without everyone’s active involvement and help! If you see something you think should be changed or updated on the list, please let Martha Yoder know.

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday and Lenten Services
We are excited to announce that we will once again have an Ash Wednesday service and weekly Lenten Services at Zion! The Ash Wednesday service will include imposition of ashes. The Ash Wednesday service will begin at 7:15 pm. The weekly Lenten Services will begin at 6:00 with soup/salad dinners, with the service following at 7:15 pm. Please watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex to bring your favorite soup and salad!

Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas to Visit Zion for Special Installation Service for Pastor Ken
Mark your calendar for March 22 nd ! It will be a very special day at Zion. Bishop Julie Schnieder-Thomas is coming to Zion and will be here for Sunday School and then to lead us in a special installation worship service for Pastor Ken. Following service we will have a wonderful Zion potluck dinner and time of fellowship. Be sure to be here for this special service. Tell your friends and invite them to come too!


Thank You, Zion
Zion supports and cares about our community programs and has received these “thank yous” this month: 
Manna’s Market
“Dear Friends in Christ: Thank you for your generosity and commitment to Manna’s Market in 2025. Because of you we can serve our friends, neighbors, and family who need assistance with their most basic needs.” Jessica Stank, Treasurer. Last year, Zion donated $5,519 to Manna’s Market ministeries. Thank you for your love and generosity.

Lakewood Area Ministerial Association
“To Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Zion Lutheran: Thank you for your donations to the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association (LAMA) Crisis Fund. Together we were able to assist approximately 35 times with utilities, insurance, rent and food during the year. I pray for your church ministry in the coming year for our combined ministry through LAMA. Sincerely, Linda Butler, Crisis Fund Administrator. In 2025, Zion contributed $700 to LAMA.

Birthdays 
Baptismal and Birthday Lists
Please check the lists in the fellowship hall to correct or add any birthdays needed for members on the birthday list. If someone needs to be taken off, please also cross those out.
[image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]
Shut-in Valentine Bags
The shut-in bags are in the fellowship hall and are ready to have treats, cards, symbols of Valentine's Day or any other goodies that would fit into them.  There are 8 bags (6 singles and 2 couples).  They will be there until Sunday, February 8th, then we need volunteers to take the bags to shut-ins.  Thank you for your support of this ZLCW project.
Scholarship Opportunities
Zion Lutheran Church:
Did you know that Zion has Scholarships available for young men and women of Zion who wish
to pursue their education beyond primary education. It is a onetime gift, non renewable. If you
are interested in more information, please contact Karen Heise or a member of the Stewardship
Committee for more information.


Lakewood Area Chamber of Commerce, Scholarship:
We are pleased that Zion is a member of our local Chamber of Commerce. Zion participates and
contributes to chamber events and projects throughout the year. As a member, we wanted to
share with the congregation that there is a scholarship available through the chamber to a
graduating senior within the Lakewood Area Chamber footprint (public, private, or home school
graduate). If you know someone who is interested in applying, please see Martha for a
copy of the application form. Applications are due March 27th .
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Community Vacation Bible School:
“What a Mess!” is the theme for a special Vacation Bible School in 2026. This year Vacation
Bible School (VBS) is being sponsored by the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association and will
be a joint effort of LAMA member churches. It is scheduled for July 14, 15, and 16 from 6:00
pm to 8:30 pm at the Lake Odessa Fairgrounds. The VBS is open to children entering
kindergarten through entering 6th grade. The theme focuses on Jesus’ love for us. The activities
are “messy” and the daily themes pivot off that including, “Who Made This Mess?” “Jesus

Loves a Good Mess,” “Confess our Mess” and “Address Our Mess.” The details are being
worked on so watch for more information about the program and about how you can be involved
in this community-wide VBS experience. If you would like more information or have
suggestions/ideas, please see Martha.

VISITATION COMMITTEE
Many hands make light work… What a wonderful way to share God’s love by helping to keep the church connected with our shut-ins. Pastor Ken is planning on quarterly visits with shut-ins and we need to help fill in the gaps. 
There are two ways to do this, an actual visit or a phone call. More than likely you prefer one of these ways. The more people who volunteer, the easier it is for the whole committee. If you are interested in serving in this ministry, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex or contact one of the Elders, Naomi, Buffy, or Dan.  If you are already doing one of these, please indicate on the sheet.  
A committee meeting will be held to organize and schedule volunteers and shut-ins contact.
Thank you for considering and/or volunteering.
Naomi Wilson, Board of Elders Chairperson

Fellowship Volunteers: Jill Avery and Jill Plummer
Sunday, February 1st
Pastor Ken Scheck
Elder: Dan Utterback
Trustee: Mike Johnson
Acolyte: Kole Hokanson
Musician: Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters: Doug MacKenzie and Mike Johnson

Sunday, February 8th
Pastor Ken Scheck
Elder: Buffy Meyers
Trustee: Doug MacKenzie
Acolyte:
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Mary Makley and Martha Yoder

Sunday, February 15th
Pastor Ken Scheck
Elder: Naomi Wilson
Trustee: Jimmy Hindman
Acolyte:
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Diane Griffin and Carlotta Willard

Sunday, February 22nd
Pastor Ken Scheck
Elder: Dan Utterback
Trustee: Mike Johnson
Acolyte: Kole Hokanson
Musician: Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters: Paul Meade and Carlotta Willard
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