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Easter Flowers
We are all so excited for spring and the excitement of Easter after our long cold winter.  One of Zion's traditions is to have an Easter Garden on our altar.  Please consider purchasing an Easter lily (6 inch pot) for $23 or a tulip (6 inch pot) for $20. The tulips will be assorted, and we do not know what colors the floral shop may send. One thing we can be sure of is the flowers will come together to make a beautiful garden to show our joy on Easter morning!
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Church Directory Update – Last Call for Changes!
Thank you to everyone who has made changes and updates to the church directory.  If you have not had a chance to make changes, please do so by March 15.  You may also email changes to the church email, or you may contact Martha.  We want to have the best and most up-to-date directory so please give us any corrections!  Thank you.

Please check the monthly birthday, baptismal, and anniversary lists located in the narthex as well to make sure your dates are included and correct. Thank you.
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Open House for Pastor Ken
Mark your calendar for April19th and plan to stay after church for an open house lunch fellowship for Pastor Ken.  We will be inviting area churches and the community to come have lunch with us and meet our Pastor!  The Board of Evangelism and the Board of Fellowship are working together on this exciting event!  Watch for more details in the bulletin and April newsletter.



“Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, The one, who showed him mercy.” Go and do likewise.”					Luke 10:36-37

Loving Our Neighbors, the Lutheran Way

In the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus highlights the responsibility of caring for those in need of care. In doing so, he also broadens the understanding of what it means to be a “neighbor” defining not in terms of affinity or proximity but in terms of need.

Martin Luther builds on this understanding in his commentary on Galatians. Luther’s response to the question “Who is my neighbor?” is this:

“Now our neighbor is any human being, especially one who needs our help, as Christ interprets it in Luck 10:30-37. Even one who has done me some sort of injury or harm has not shed (their) humanity on that account or stopped being flesh and blood, a creature of God very much like me: in other words, (they do) not stop being my neighbor.” (Luther’s Works, Volume 27)

The command and call to love the neighbor – any human being and every human being – is something we respond to not just as individuals but as a church. The Lutheran history of providing social services for people in need dates all the way back to the early years of the Reformation, when Luther and other reformers worked together with civic officials to ensure that those without sufficient resources were provided for in their lives.

Accusations of Lutheran social ministry organizations as “money laundering” are both false and ignorant. Lutheran social ministry organizations do receive significant government funding, but this is because of their (our) proven track record of providing effective services in ways that are cost-efficient, too. Together, government contracts and charitable gifts allow us to have an impact on our society well beyond our membership. And this is true not only in the United States but around the world. A bishop of Tanzania once told me that approximately one third of social services in his country are provided by Lutheran institutions.

Learn more about the Lutheran Services of America network by visiting the website at www.lutheranservices.org. While you are there, please consider clicking the Give button too.

Thank you for loving your neighbor,
Ken Scheck II +, Doctor of Ministry

Pastor
Zion Lutheran Church loves all people in the world.
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Pancakes, Eggs, and Sausage, Oh My!
Coffee fellowship in March will be on March 8th with a pancake breakfast.  Come to worship and then stay for a yummy breakfast featuring pancakes, eggs, sausage, fruit and more!  

Welcome Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas
Zion is honored to have Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas with us on March 22nd.  Bishop Julie is planning to spend time with the children at their Sunday School opening and with our adults during Sunday School.  Bishop Julie will then lead us in installing Pastor Ken as our pastor at Zion. All of this will be followed by one of Zion’s wonderful potluck lunches.  Grace Lutheran is being invited to join us for worship and/or the potluck lunch.  Mark you calendar, invite your family and friends and be at Zion on March 22nd!
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Weekly Lenten Services Are Back!
We are so excited to have our Lenten Services again at Zion.  Wednesday’s at 6 pm for dinner and 7:15 for our service. Pastor Ken has a wonderful series, “Seeking God’s Way” that calls on us to explore God’s MERCY, which is the heart of God. We will find God’s PASSION for each of us. We will find LOVE is on the move, allowing us to realize the grace that is given to all creation.  Even in hardship Christians know the gift of LIFE, as well walk with the knowledge of God’s care, allowing all of us to have JOY.  Hope to see you at dinner and services!

Holy Week
Zion will have a Maundy Thursday Service that includes stripping of the altar on April 2nd.  We will join with the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association for the community Good Friday Service, held at 1 pm at Central UMC in Lake Odessa.  Pastor Ken will be participating in this service.  

Shut-in Bags
The ZLCW would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Valentine's Day bags for our special members of Zion.  The congregation really did an awesome job at filling them with a variety of goodies and cards.  A big thank you to all our volunteers who made the special deliveries.
We will be putting out Easter bags for the shut-ins in March, so they can be filled and ready for delivery to the shut-ins on Palm Sunday, March 29th.  The shut-ins are always excited to open their cards and other goodies. We want to thank you for your continued support of this project.  Look for the bags in the Fellowship Hall soon.


First-Aid Supplies for Our Synod Mission Trip
Our Synod sponsors a mission trip to Honduras each year that includes a number of important ministries. One of the ministries is to train and equip local volunteers in first-aid and health practices to help those in their community. The synod is asking for donations of basic first-aid supplies or monetary donations to use toward these items.  A “shopping list” is on the table in the narthex if you would like to help with this ministry.  We will collect items through March 8th.  Pastor Mike Anderson and Vicki are part of the 
synod mission team.  
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Bell Ringing
Zion has been ringing its bell on the north lawn at 1pm each Saturday since January 31st.  We are continuing to ring our bell at 1pm each Saturday as a sign of community unity and hope through Saturday, April 4th. 
 From the City of Bells press release on the ELCA's Women of Boldness site - " We know that Bells perform important civic functions. They signal our oneness as a people, reminding us of our capacity to be united, even though in many ways. They stir our hearts to redouble our commitment to the American ideals of freedom and justice for all." 
"We pray that our bells signal a sign of strength and unity as a people, a sign of faith in democracy, and a sign of our commitment to work for liberty and justice for all. When there are no words, listen to the bells."
Zion continues to pray for hope and unity for our community and nation during our nation's 250th anniversary year.  It is a great expression of faith and prayer during Lent.

Provisions for the Homeless
Starting March 15th, there will be a table in the Narthex with information and “shopping lists” to collect items to make bags of supplies for those who are homeless.  The bags will include basic personal hygiene items and nutritional food items.  Our goal is to have bags available that members can take and give to people they encounter.  If you would like more information or have questions, please talk to any member of the Board of Evangelism.

Message From Carol Engle
My family and I want to thank you all for the prayers, kind messages, cards, calls, and gifts of food and other items since the time of Jerry’s passing. These kindnesses are greatly appreciated. Jerry’s Celebration of Life Service will be at Zion on Saturday, April 11th. Visitation will begin at 10:00 am and the service at 11:00 am. We will have time to share stories of Jerry at lunch, prepared and served by our church family, in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the service.
Carol Engle and Family 

Easter Egg Hunt
Kids get your bags ready for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. It will be Sunday, March 29th (Palm Sunday) following worship.  The Parish Board of Education is asking for donations of candy, trinkets, and coins that will fit into plastic eggs. There is a box in the Fellowship Hall to place donations.  Thank you, the kids look forward to this fun event each year!
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Happy 170th Birthday Zion!  August 23rd!
This year Zion marks 170th year and we want to celebrate that mile!  The Board of Evangelism together with the Board of Fellowship is planning a fun day of worship and fellowship to commemorate our anniversary on August 23rd.  Plans are for an outdoor service, food truck lunch, games for the kids and a hymn sing! Watch for more information in future newsletters and bulletins.

Women’s Breakfast 
The women of Zion will return to have breakfast at C & R’s in Lake Odessa at 9am on March 12th, please join us!

	

Coffee Fellowship – Caroline Brecheisen, Ruth and Jimmy Hindman, Martha Yoder and Lyle Sandbrook

SUNDAYS IN MARCH
January 1-  Communion 11am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: 
Elder: Buffy Meyers
Trustee: Doug MacKenzie
Musician: Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters: Doug MacKenzie & Mike Johnson

March 8-Communion 11 am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte
Elder: Naomi Wilson
Trustee: Jimmy Hindman
Musician: Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters: Mary Makley & Martha Yoder


March 15- Communion 11am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: Kole Hokanson
Elder: Dan Utterback
Trustee: Mike Johnson 
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Diane Griffin & Carlotta Willard

March 22 Communion 11am 
Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte: 
Elder: Buffy Meyers
Trustee: Doug MacKenzie
Musician: Martha Yoder
Offering Counters: Paul Meade & Carlotta Willard

March 29- Palm Sunday Communion 11 am
Pastor Ken Scheck
Acolyte
Elder: Naomi Wilson
Trustee: Jimmy Hindman
Musician: Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters: Paul Meade and Carlotta Willard
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