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Message from Pastor Ken

Giving Glory to God
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh, but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. Galatians 6:7-8
We are called to give glory to God at all times. I do not know what it was, but there seems to be an awakening at Zion Lutheran Church. Zion continues to have good attendance. There were more than 60 people in attendance. We care for ourselves by coming to worship. We are strengthened, as we give God Glory. We are then empowered to share the good news of God’s love for each and every one of us. We could have 60 each and every Sunday, but we need to ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. As we grow into warm days and longer days, many of us have been energized. Many more have been energized into new life by the power of Jesus Christ.
I hope we focus on sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, and we see new life entering into dead or lifeless places. We have seen our love for one another grow. We are on a journey to embrace those who feel on the outside. Zion Lutheran Church is a place where we come to support one another, pray for each other, and give glory to God. Let us go and invite others to share in this new life we find in Christ Jesus. Let us be empowered to share the good news of God’s love.
+Pastor Ken
Awake, O Sleeper
Rise from Death
Christ shall Give you Light ~ F. Bland Tucker



Calling all Shoppers - Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits
Last year Zion made and donated 25 baby care kits that are used for mothers in need here in the United States and around the world. We are making kits again this year.  If you are a garage sale shopper or shop clearances, consider being on the lookout for items needed for the kits.  Items must be new or in “like new” condition with no stains, tears, or holes.  Here are some of the most needed items:  lightweight t-shirts (short sleeve) 12 months to 24 months; gowns, rompers, two piece pajama sets or sleepers (no enclosed feet in any of these) size 12 months to 24 months, receiving blankets between 32” and 52” square, pre-folded cloth diapers, dark colored hand towels, and socks size 12 months to 24 months.  Other items included in the kits that we will be purchasing include diaper pins and soap.  We have already acquired enough zip-up sweatshirts to make 25 kits this year.   If you have questions, please see Martha, Karen, or Ruth.  Thank you for your help!
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Lakewood Baccalaureate Service – May 17, 6 pm
Zion will again work with Harvest Community Church to host a reception for Lakewood seniors and their families at the Baccalaureate Service on Sunday, May 17th. We provide small cans of soda, water, cookies/sweet treats, packaged items and other snacks.  If you can help host or provide an item for this annual event, that would be wonderful!  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex or you can let any member of the Board of Evangelism know.  Thank you so much!
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What a Mess VBS – July 14, 15, 16, 6 pm-8:30
Zion is participating this year with the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association (LAMA) to provide a community VBS on July 14, 15,16, from 6 to 8:30 pm and it is hoped that up to 150 children (k-6th grade) will attend.  It will be held at the Lake Odessa Fairgrounds.  Zion and Central will be teaming up to provide the crafts each evening.  We need volunteers to help with the crafts.  We also need volunteers to serve group leaders.  If you can help, we need you!  Karen Heise created a registration website for children and volunteers. There are flyers on the narthex table with a QR code to register and a paper sign-up sheet if you prefer to sign up that way. All volunteers will need a background check current within the last three years.  If you have questions or would like to learn more about this year’s VBS experience, please contact Karen or Martha.
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 Thank you - My family and I wish to thank you all for providing such a special service honoring Jerry.  Thank you to Pastor Ken for sharing the message, Claude for reading the scriptures, Martha for sharing her musical talent and the Lake Odessa VFW Post for their military ceremony.  Thank you also for the beautiful bouquet.  I underestimated the number of friends and family coming but you all helped by printing and folding more programs and set up more tables and chairs. Thank you to Dawn, her kitchen helpers and all who helped in so many other ways. It was a nice luncheon with time for all to share memories of fun and good times. Dawn, thank you for the unique table arrangements highlighting Jerry.  We appreciate all your support and prayers these last few months and help on this difficult day. My family and I know you all miss Jerry's witty charm too.
Carol Engle and family

Thank you to everyone at Zion, who helped with the Open House for Pastor Ken.  There was so much amazing food and everyone had a great time.  Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped set-up, clean-up, brought food, and those who stayed to greet and visit with guests.  You are amazing!  -- The Board of Evangelism.
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Zion 170th Anniversary – Save the Date
This year marks Zion’s 170th anniversary and we are planning a special outdoor Sunday service and catered picnic on Sunday, August 23rd to commemorate this milestone.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  Watch for more information in the June newsletter.

Offering for Synod Assembly
The synod is asking congregations across the synod to take part in a special "million penny offering."  The idea is to collect the equivalent of one million pennies ($10,000).  The offering collected at Synod Assembly will be split evenly and sent to two organizations: Lutheran Disaster Response Ukraine and Samaritas New Americans.  We will not be collecting pennies, but if you would like to contribute toward this offering, you can do so through the offering and designate the offering for "Synod Assembly."  

Zion Semi-Annual Meeting – Save the Date
The Semi-Annual Meeting will be held July 19th immediately following worship.  There are several important issues that will be brought to the congregation for a vote including new by-laws for council and boards.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  Watch for more information in the June newsletter and upcoming bulletins.
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Many people were asking for the recipe to the “pink desert” at Pastor Ken’s Open House, so I asked Naomi if we could publish it in the May newsletter. Thank you Naomi for sharing this yummy desert!
CHIFFON DESSERT (Cheesecake)
Crust:
1 ½  cups crushed graham cracker crumbs
1/3 cup sugar
½ cup melted butter

Filling:
1 (3 oz) pkg gelatin (strawberry was used)
1 cup boiling water
16 oz cream cheese, softened (or 12  oz)
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
16 oz frozen whipped topping, thawed

Combine the crust ingredients. Press onto the bottom of an ungreased baking dish. Set aside.

In a small boil, dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Let it cool.

In a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar.  Add vanilla, mix well. Slowly add gelatin until combined.
Fold in whipped topping. Spoon over crust. Cover and refrigerate for 3 hours or until set.  Enjoy!!!



Second Time Around Sale

The ZLCW is organizing a Second Time Around Sale for Thursday and Friday, June 25th and 26th. We are organizing it as a congregational sale and will be donating the profits to Zion for maintenance needs.  We are looking for donations of gently used household items, tools, home décor, craft and sewing notions, toys, and furniture. Please only send appliances if they are in good condition.  Please do not bring clothes, because of our limited space in the basement.  We will be needing volunteers; it takes a village to make these work. Please contact Buffy or Mary M., if you have any questions.


Sunday, May 3, 2026 – Communion
Elder – Buffy Meyers
Acolyte –
Trustee – Doug Mackenzie
Musician – Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters – Doug Mackenzie and Mike Johnson

Sunday, May 10, 2026 – Communion
Elder – Naomi Wilson
Acolyte – 
Trustee – Jimmy Hindman
Musician – Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters – Mary Makley and Martha Yoder

Sunday, May 17, 2026 – Communion
Elder – Dan Utterback
Acolyte – Kole Hokanson
Trustee – Mike Johnson
Musician – Martha Yoder
Offering Counters – Diane Griffin and Carlotta Willard

Sunday, May 24, 2026 – Communion
Elder – Buffy Meyers
Acolyte –
Trustee – Doug Mackenzie
Musician – Martha Yoder
Offering Counters – Paul Meade and Carlotta Willard

Sunday, May 31, 2026 – Communion
Elder – Naomi Wilson
Acolyte – 
Trustee – Jimmy Hindman
Musician – Jayne Flanigan
Offering Counters – Doug MacKenzie and Mike Johnson
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