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First Sunday After Pentecost, Sunday May 31, 2026
*If you are listening in your car, please tune your radio to FM 87.7*
(Please silence your cell phones while in the sanctuary. Thank you.)
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.


God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.


GATHERING SONG 	 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” #
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.





[bookmark: _Hlk204242430]FIRST READING 						 Genesis 1:1—2:4a
A reading from Genesis.
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
 27 So God created humans in his image,
  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.








PSALM                                                                   Psalm 8 
 
1 O | Lord our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and children;
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.
 3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
  human beings that you should | care for them? 
 5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
 6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
  you have put all things un- | der their feet:
 7 all | flocks and cattle,
  even the wild beasts | of the field,
 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
 9 O | Lord our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 





SECOND READING					2 Corinthians 13:11-13
A reading from 2 Corinthians.

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.


The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
[image: A sheet music with notes
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GOSPEL 								Matthew 28:16-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to You, O Lord. 
[bookmark: _Hlk200015660]16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
SERMON 			 	Pastor Paul Kuhlman    

HYMN OF THE DAY 	 “Come, Join The Dance Of Trinity ” #412
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.





PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Please Be Seated)
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.
Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. We pray especially for Faith Lutheran Church in Sidney, and their Supply pastors.  
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship, We pray especially for all those on your prayer list and in our heart.  We pray for all countries involved in ongoing conflicts and all who are affected by natural disasters.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.


PEACE
Sharing the Peace of God
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.


And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)  

OFFERING & OFFERING SONG
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength.

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.
Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen..
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (Pastor)
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn












HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
[image: A sheet music with text and symbols
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 





LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION *continuous
*People are welcome to kneel at the altar rail for a time of prayer after they receive their communion elements. 

COMMUNION HYMNS
“What Feast of Love” #487
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“We Walk by Faith” #635
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG	 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” #413
[image: ]



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


Thank you to all who served in worship today!
[bookmark: _Hlk200958588]Presiders: Pastor Paul Kuhlman    Musicians: Jayne Flanigan     
Acolyte: Kole Hokanson	             Safety Person: 
Elder: Naomi Wilson                       Trustee: Jimmy Hindman   
Offering Counters: Mary Makley & Martha Yoder 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

[bookmark: _Hlk217309935][bookmark: _Hlk188955211][bookmark: _Hlk193709347][bookmark: _Hlk197937504][bookmark: _Hlk210034442][bookmark: _Hlk217918819][bookmark: _Hlk199228592][bookmark: _Hlk192499938][bookmark: _Hlk191291026][bookmark: _Hlk196118445][bookmark: _Hlk198554134][bookmark: _Hlk200352314][bookmark: _Hlk201571491][bookmark: _Hlk203382697][bookmark: _Hlk205319698][bookmark: _Hlk205794056][bookmark: _Hlk206398545][bookmark: _Hlk208822932][bookmark: _Hlk211246020][bookmark: _Hlk210637211][bookmark: _Hlk213053845]With thanks for all God’s blessings and his love for all people. Our Bishops, Julie Schneider-Thomas, Yehiel Curry, and the congregations of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, and especially Faith Lutheran Church in Sidney, and their Supply pastors.  

Prayers for our friends, for all who are sick or hospitalized and for all health care workers who care for them. All those members of Zion’s family traveling; all those homebound or in frail health; all those suffering with quiet, unknown needs or worries. For those who serve on our behalf: public safety, utility workers, medical personnel, military personnel. For those who might be forgotten. We pray especially for the family of Pastor Chuck Foerster, Terry Speese, Suzie Honoman, the family of Wayne Hazel, the family of Jerry Engle, the Bursley family, Cliff and Karen Byington, Terry Cotter, Lee Starks, Phil Walsh, Dave Makley, Linden and Judy Fisher, Karen Knight, Evelyn Brecheisen, Ed Markwart, Gloria Anderson, Brent and Natalie Merrit and family, Armani Morado, Larry Duda, Cindy Utterback, Alice Morrow, Jeff Engle, Arlene Forman, Chloe Makley, Erik Anderson, and all countries involved in ongoing conflicts.

This week at Zion:
· Men’s Breakfast at 8am, Wednesday 3rd
· Bulletin Deadline, Wednesday 3rd

[bookmark: _Hlk209425473][image: ]            [image: A qr code with a logo
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How to Contact the Pastor:  If there is a pastoral need, please contact 
Pastor Ken Scheck II at 269-370-4632 or by email at kscheckii@aol.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
[bookmark: _Hlk217309986]
· Pastor’s Availability:  Pastor Ken Scheck II is available by appointment to meet with you.  As you know homebound visitation has begun and will continue until all homebound have been visited by Pastor Ken. Generally speaking, he is at Grace on Mondays and Wednesdays and Zion on Tuesdays and Thursdays with a day off on Friday.  As you may be aware, Pastor Ken has come to the Men’s meeting and Lakewood Area Ministerial Association meetings on Wednesday here at Zion.  Flexibility is the name of the game.  He is more than willing to be contacted at any time by cellphone or email.  Please feel free to contact him at 269-370-4632 or at kscheckii@aol.com. You are able to send a text to the cellphone, but please identify yourself at least the first time.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk192499611]Announcement and Newsletter Items: Please forward items for the bulletin announcements and the newsletter to the church email (Office@Zion.org).  Please do not send items to people’s personal emails.  Thank you.
· Door Locking Policy: Our door locking policy relies on having a volunteer(s) each Sunday to serve as the Safety Person of the Day. On Sundays where no one has volunteered, if someone arrives at church and is willing to be the Safety Person of the Day, we will follow the door locking policy. If no one steps forward to serve as the Safety Person of the Day, the doors will not be locked.  Please consider volunteering for this important duty.
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Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
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but as the Three, in love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move!
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trin-i - ty.

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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What Feast of Love
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - i - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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ONLINE GIVING
Zion has received a QR code to facilitate online
giving. If you are interested in donating online
instead of bringing your donation to church,

simply scan the QR code and it will direct you
to the appropriate site. The code is on our
website as well.
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Holy God, We Praise Your Name
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Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774




