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Nineth Sunday After Pentecost, Sunday July 26, 2026
*If you are listening in your car, please tune your radio to FM 87.7*
(Please silence your cell phones while in the sanctuary. Thank you.)
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

OPENING
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad in all our days.
Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 
 “You Are Holy” #525
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk204242430]FIRST READING 						 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from 1 Kings.
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

















PSALM                                                                   Psalm 119:129-136
 
  129 Your de- | crees are wonderful;
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart.
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light;
  it gives understanding | to the simple.
 131 I open my | mouth and pant
  because I long for | your commandments.
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
  as you always do to those who | love your name. 
 133 Order my footsteps | in your word;
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
  and I will keep | your commandments.
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant
  and teach | me your statutes.
 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears,
  because people do not | keep your teaching. 




















SECOND READING					Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.













GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL 								Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to You, O Lord. 
[bookmark: _Hlk200015660]31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”


The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
TESTIMONIAL			Martha Yoder
SERMON 			 	Pastor Claude Smith 

HYMN OF THE DAY 	 “Be Thou My Vision” #793

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please Be Seated)
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. We pray especially Bethlehem Lutheran in Traverse City and their Pastor Rev. Paul Busekist.  
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty.
We pray especially for all those on our prayer list and in our hearts, and all countries involved in ongoing conflicts. 
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.


PEACE
Sharing the Peace of God
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)  

OFFERING & OFFERING SONG
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength,
The joy of the Lord is my strength.

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.
Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 
Amen.




LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things; you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  For you Word of life, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts; freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  For your Word of life, O God, 
We give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness; forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  For your Word of live, O God,
We give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within use; renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful as your Word, O God, draw near to all who all on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG	 “God of Grace and God of Glory” #705

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Thank you to all who served in worship today!
Presiders: Claude Smith        Musician: Jayne Flanigan       
Acolyte:	                                 Safety Person:
Elder: Naomi Wilson                Trustee: Doug MacKenzie 
Offering Counters: Mike Johnson
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

[bookmark: _Hlk217309935][bookmark: _Hlk188955211][bookmark: _Hlk193709347][bookmark: _Hlk197937504][bookmark: _Hlk210034442][bookmark: _Hlk217918819][bookmark: _Hlk199228592][bookmark: _Hlk192499938][bookmark: _Hlk191291026][bookmark: _Hlk196118445][bookmark: _Hlk198554134][bookmark: _Hlk200352314][bookmark: _Hlk201571491][bookmark: _Hlk203382697][bookmark: _Hlk205319698][bookmark: _Hlk205794056][bookmark: _Hlk206398545][bookmark: _Hlk208822932][bookmark: _Hlk211246020][bookmark: _Hlk210637211][bookmark: _Hlk213053845]With thanks for all God’s blessings and his love for all people. Our Bishops, Julie Schneider-Thomas, Yehiel Curry, and the congregations of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, and especially Bethlehem Lutheran in Traverse City and their Pastor Rev. Paul Busekist.  

Prayers for our friends, for all who are sick or hospitalized and for all health care workers who care for them. All those members of Zion’s family traveling; all those homebound or in frail health; all those suffering with quiet, unknown needs or worries. For those who serve on our behalf: public safety, utility workers, medical personnel, military personnel. For those who might be forgotten. 

This week at Zion:
· Men’s Breakfast at 8am, Wednesday 29th
· Bulletin Deadline, Wednesday 29th
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How to Contact the Pastor:  If there is a pastoral need, please contact 
Pastor Ken Scheck II at 269-370-4632 or by email at kscheckii@aol.com.



[bookmark: _Hlk217309986]ANNOUNCEMENTS 

· ZLCW Membership Meeting: The ZLCW will hold a general membership meeting after worship on Sunday, August 2nd regarding putting money in a CD and giving the annual interest to current expenses.
· Potluck on August 2nd: Pastor Mike and Vicki Anderson will be with us on August 2nd, and we will be having a potluck for them after church. Please plan to come hear Pastor Mike and stay for lunch!
· Art in the Park: Art in the Park is Saturday, August 1st. Zion will have a booth inside the kid's zone. We will have drawings for backpacks and games for the kids.  We can use volunteers!  There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex or let any of the Board of Evangelism members know that you can help.  Hope to see you at the park. 
· Church Cleanup: As we prepare for the 170th celebration, let’s work together to spruce up the church. Join us on Saturday, August 15th at 9 to clean up inside and outside the church. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex.
· Thank You: A huge thank you to everyone who helped at my dad’s funeral. The food and decorations were great. It is a blessing to have such organized hardworking church members. Thank you for helping to make that day less stressful.  The Hazel Family.
· Annual Volunteer Appreciation Lunch: The annual volunteer appreciation lunch will be immediately following the semi-annual meeting. Please plan to stay for this special time of recognition and fellowship.  The lunch is hosted by the Board of Evangelism.
· Pastor’s Availability:  Pastor Ken Scheck II is available by appointment to meet with you.  As you know homebound visitation has begun and will continue until all homebound have been visited by Pastor Ken. Generally speaking, he is at Grace on Mondays and Wednesdays and Zion on Tuesdays and Thursdays with a day off on Friday.  As you may be aware, Pastor Ken has come to the Men’s meeting and Lakewood Area Ministerial Association meetings on Wednesday here at Zion.  Flexibility is the name of the game.  He is more than willing to be contacted at any time by cellphone or email.  Please feel free to contact him at 269-370-4632 or at kscheckii@aol.com. You are able to send a text to the cellphone, but please identify yourself at least the first time.  
· Zion Coffee Cups: The Board of Evangelism has purchased coffee cups with the Zion logo on them to use for outreach. The mugs are also available for purchase.  There is one on display on the table in the narthex. The mugs are a great 16-ounce size and they’re being sold for $10 each. All proceeds will be used for evangelism ministries.  If you would like to purchase a mug, please see Karen, Martha, or Ruth, 
· [bookmark: _Hlk192499611]Announcement and Newsletter Items: Please forward items for the bulletin announcements and the newsletter to the church email (Office@Zion.org).  Please do not send items to people’s personal emails.  Thank you.
· Door Locking Policy: Our door locking policy relies on having a volunteer(s) each Sunday to serve as the Safety Person of the Day. On Sundays where no one has volunteered, if someone arrives at church and is willing to be the Safety Person of the Day, we will follow the door locking policy. If no one steps forward to serve as the Safety Person of the Day, the doors will not be locked.  Please consider volunteering for this important duty.

12

image1.png
/4 THE JOY 3
v {OF THE \\(
\I.ORD a
IS YOUF
strength

»— NEHEMIAH 8:10




image2.jpeg
You Are Holy
Du dir helig

1%
0
- t — N IS  —— N T —r—+
t = — T
= = p—e
' g T f ¥
Du dr he lig, du dr hel. Du dr all - tid myck-et mer
You are ho ly, you are whole. You are al - ways ev -er more
0
=~ t —  —— T T e —
— 1y i t S —— T t — I i
= o & i ===
dan  vi ndn - sin kan for - std, du dr nd - ra dn - dd.
than we ev - er un-der - stand. You are al - ways at hand.
0
[ i — N T = —— N T o —
i t ==
e = ¥ T t ¥
vl - sig - nad va - re du som kom - mer hit just nu,
Bless-ed are you com-ing near. Bless - ed are you com-ing here
0
o t — — T T T
—— Y > f 1 — — i  — — r 4 i T T
— i o — —
= o
val - sig - na-de vdr jord, blir twll  brod pd vdr jord.
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
= oe=o——5 s = r—
i D— - f f = e i
I r—1 I I I T 1% | I

he

du ar nar -  het he - la kos - mos lo - var dig!

you are pres - ent. Let the cos - mos praise you, Lord!
0 = =

=S == H ——+ = H

”

Ho - si - an - na, ho - si - an - na,

Sing ho - san - na in the high - est!
0

B T 5 — 1 T T I — f i |
|G T T T
ho - si - an - na, ho si - an - na var Jud.
Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Textand music © 1990 Ton Vis Produkiion AB, admin. Augsburg For
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

]

s in North America,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




image3.jpeg
[~ |

N
| 108

5
a7 | | | | ®
J ' | |
Al-1le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u I .
p A I — . — I | =
e ———=" —r— o
bﬁj—‘—' — | | |
| ' |
You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu - 1a.




image4.jpeg




image5.png
ONLINE GIVING
Zion has received a QR code to facilitate online
giving. If you are interested in donating online
instead of bringing your donation to church,

simply scan the QR code and it will direct you
to the appropriate site. The code is on our
website as well.





image6.jpg




