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A Message from Our Pastor
Be courageous. Be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.
1 Corinthians 16:13b-14

As a church, the ELCA is committed to listen to each other and to engage in difficult conversations with humility and respect. We are empowered to be community in this brave space of ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH because of our faith in the God who sustains us through these challenges, changes, and difficult conversations.
Every human being is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 9:6). Every human being is of infinite value to God (Psalm 8:3-5, Matthew 6:26-30). Therefore, every human being is worthy of respect and will be treated with respect in this faith community.
Because every human being is made in the image of God, Lutherans believe that other people – especially those who are different from us – broaden our understanding of who God is.
We experienced that at the semi-annual meeting. No issue that was voted on had complete support. I actually am pleased with the differing voices that were expressed and listened to that day. May we continue to brave, courageous and strong, as we chare the love of God with each other, here at Zion Lutheran Church.
Peace and joy in Christ Jesus,
+Pastor Ken
[image: ]
Pastor Mike Anderson, August 2nd, Potluck
Pastor Mike and Vicki Anderston will be at Zion on August 2nd. Pastor Mike is looking forward to being with us again and we are so excited to catch up with him and Vicki! As you may remember, Pastor Mike loves Zion’s potluck’s so we asked him if he and Vicki were available for a potluck. His reply was, “I was hoping there would be food!” We hope that you can be with us for worship on August 2nd and for a time of fellowship with Pastor Mike and Vicki.
Women’s Lunch at Central Church, Lake Odessa
Zion women are invited to attend the annual women’s lunch at Central Church in Lake Odessa. This year’s message is on “Packing for Mission to Peru,” with guest speaker Jody Pratt. She will share stories of faith, service and the lives that have been touched through this minister. As always, there will be a wonderful assortment of salads, rolls, desserts, and beverages. There is not charge but a free-will offering is being taken to support mission of the United Women in Faith. If you are interested, you must RSVP by July 29 by calling 616-374-8861.
Art in the Park
This year Zion will have a booth at Art in the Park inside the Kid’s Zone. We will have a backpack drawing give-away and games for kids. The event runs from 9 am to 4 pm and volunteers are needed to help staff the booth and run the kid’s games. If you can help, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or let Martha know. Thank you!
[image: ]
School Supply and Backpack Giveaway
This year Zion is teaming up with the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association to provide school supplies and backpacks to kids in our community. The giveaway dates are August 11 and 14. We are hoping to help about 100 kids get a good start to the school year. If you are interested in helping with this local ministry, please see Karen, Ruth or Martha.
Free Food and Fun at the Woodland Park
We are excited to have been able to provide two meals for kids and their families at the Woodland Park. We know that during the school year, kids in need can receive food supplies for the weekend, but we were wondering if these kids had food during the summer months. In addition, it has been a wonderful opportunity to meet families in the community. The final Free Food and Fun day will be August 6th. If you are free, we would welcome you to join with us in fellowship and fun with families from our Woodland community. We had 25 people at the first meal. There were 27 at the second meal including 15 children and 12 adults. Everyone who came had a great time, ate, played games, received little Jesuses, other spiritual toys and learned about loving fellowship.
Ballot Results from the Semi-Annual Meeting.
There were four important ballot issues at the Semi-Annual meeting held on July 19th. The ballots were counted at the meeting and results were shared with those in attendance. The four electronic votes and one call-in vote were inadvertently not included in what was reported at the meeting. The final ballot counts including the four electronic and one call-in vote are as follows:
Road signs : Yes 29 No 5
Parsonage: Return 20 Keep 12
By-laws: Yes 32 No 0
Carpet: Yes 31 No 2
Thank you to everyone for your thoughtful consideration of these important issues. The Council will now work to implement these ballot initiatives. If you have questions or need more information, please talk with Paul Meade.
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A letter was received from Karen Banks, Village President, Lake Odessa:
“On behalf of the Village of Lake Odessa, the Village Council and Downtown Development Authority, I want to extend our sincere appreciation for the time, energy and care you have give to our community. Whether you assisted with planting flowers downtown or elsewhere throughout the Village, or helped beautify our municipal buildings, your care and generosity have left a lasting mark on our community. Because of you, Lake Odessa feels more welcoming, more beautiful, and more like home. Your volunteer spirit and pride in our community are truly appreciated, and we are grateful for your generosity and dedication. Thank you again for all you have done to help make our village a place we can all be proud of.” This is in appreciation of Zion tending the village flower gardens at the beach and the welcome sign by the fairgrounds. If you can help with tending or watering, please let Martha know.
A note was received Project Graduation:
“Thank you for your donation to the 2026 Lakewood Project Graduation. We truly appreciate your support and know we couldn’t have held the event without you. The kids greatly enjoyed their night and last time together as a class. Thank you!!”
Celebrating Zion’s 170th Anniversary, August 23rd
On August 23rd we will host a special outside service to celebrate 170 years of worship and service. A good truck will provide lunch immediately following service. There will be kids’ games and a hymn sing. We hope that you will be here to help us commemorate this important milestone. Nearly 100 postcards were mailed to members, friends, community churches and organizations, our supply pastors and others. If you have someone you would like to invite, there are extra postcards in the narthex. If you have questions, please see any member of the Board of Evangelism or Fellowship.
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Community Vacation Bible School
Even though the weather was extremely hot, we had two wonderful nights of Vacation Bible School together with our community churches who are part of the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association. There were about 100 kids each evening and even though it was hot, the kids did not seem to care. They enjoyed the music, stories, crafts, games, discussions and snacks. It was powerful to see all the love and care this community has for its children. Zion provided the crafts and handled all the registration, grouping the kids, assigning the volunteers and making sure everyone had t-shirts and name badges. Zion also provided daily take home gifts for the kids to help them remember the message of the day. The overarching scripture for the VBS time was 1 John 3:1, “See what great love the father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God.” It was an amazing two days. Unfortunately, the third day was cancelled due to air quality concerns.

ZLCW General Membership Meeting
After worship service, the women of Zion will hold a general membership meeting to discuss putting money in a CD and making an annual current expense contribution of the interest.  The Executive Board feels this is one way, we can contribute to Zion in a positive and on-going way.

Second Time Around Sale
The ZLCW sponsored sale was a great success! We have $1972 so far and no expenses (our goal was $2000). This money will go towards the carpet project. 
We want to thank everyone who donated items, baked some of our outstanding selection of baked goods, volunteered to work or clean up at the sale, or bought merchandise.  
It took us over 2 weeks to get everything priced and arranged on the tables. We would think we had everything taken care of and return to find more at the back door or in the basement.  Mary and Buffy would like to thank you for your patience with the basement.
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Thank you for the Testimonials
Thank you to everyone who shared a testimonial during June and July.  It was wonderful to hear so many wonderful examples of how the parables of Matthew related to our life experiences.  In his book, "You are Witnesses of These Things, Sharing the Stories of Jesus," former bishop Craig Satterlee says that it is in sharing our stories that others learn of Jesus' love.  He says a good witness includes a firsthand experience of Jesus, a Bible story about Jesus, a declaration of good news that ties these together along with the ability to relate our stories in a meaningful, concise manner.  The testimonials we heard this summer were good examples of what he was saying. Again, our thanks to Doug MacKenzie, Naomi Wilson, Jolene Griffin, Caroline Brecheisen, Claude Smith, Cindy Utterback, Buffy Meyers and Martha Yoder.  It was so good to hear to hear your stories of Jesus! Thank you for sharing your stories with us.


Reminders – Sunday School starts back up on September 13th
Worship will be at the Woodland Park on September 6th for the Woodland Homecoming Weekend.
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