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June and July 2026 (I will make an addition as needed in July)

Reminder:  We Need  Shoppers - Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits
Last year Zion made and donated 25 baby care kits that are used for mothers in need here in the United States and around the world. We are making kits again this year.  If you are a garage sale shopper or shop clearances, consider being on the lookout for items needed for the kits.  Items must be new or in “like new” condition with no stains, tears, or holes.  Here are some of the most needed items:  lightweight t-shirts (short sleeve) 12 months to 24 months; gowns, two-piece pajama sets, rompers or sleepers (no feet) size 12 months to 24 months, receiving blankets between 32” and 52” square, pre-folded cloth diapers, dark colored hand towels, and socks size 12 months to 24 months.  Other items included in the kits that we will be purchasing include diaper pins and soap.  We have already acquired enough zip-up sweatshirts to make 25 kits this year.   If you have questions, please see Martha, Karen, or Ruth.  Thank you for your help!
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Stewardship Committee

 Our congregation continues to grow in its mission to share Christ’s love in our community. As we look ahead to the coming months, we will be facing a shortfall in our operating budget. If you are able, we invite you to consider an additional gift to support our worship, outreach, and care ministries. Every contribution, large or small, strengthens the work we do together in Christ’s name. Thank you for your faithful generosity.
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Lakewood Baccalaureate Service – May 17, 2026
Zion and Harvest Community church provided a wonderful reception for students and their families with about 130 total people in attendance.  It was a great night of remembering the importance of our Lord in the transition from high school student into the world.  In addition to providing beverages and snacks, Zion provided string bracelets with crosses and pocket crosses for the graduates and their families.  A huge "thank you" to everyone who donated treats or beverages for the evening.  We are looking forward to helping host this again in 2027.

What a Mess! VBS - July 14,15,16
We are excited that Zion is coordinating registrations and leading the craft station at the LAMA sponsored Vacation Bible School!  The goal is to have about 150 kids from across the Lakewood community participate.  The VBS will be held on July 14, 15,16, from 6 to 8:30 pm and open to kids in K--6th grade.  It will be held at the Lake Odessa Fairgrounds. Volunteers are especially needed to be team leaders.  If you can help, we need you!  Karen Heise created a registration website for children and volunteers. There are flyers on the narthex table with a QR code to register and a paper sign-up sheet if you prefer to sign up that way. All volunteers will need a background check current within the last three years.  If you have questions or would like to learn more about this year’s VBS experience, please contact Karen or Martha.

Second Time Around Sale 
The ZLCW is organizing the Second Time Around Sale on June 25 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and June 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Volunteers are needed to help with this large event, and both men and women are encouraged to participate. All proceeds will go toward new carpet for the restroom and mailbox area. We are still in needs of donations of gently used items, especially item for men. It takes a village to make an event of this type a success. Last day to bring items is Sunday, June 21st.
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Zion 170th Anniversary – Save the Date
Remember to mark your calendar to celebrate Zion's 170th anniversary.  On August 23 there will be a special outdoor Sunday service and catered picnic on Sunday, August 23rd to commemorate this milestone.   Watch for more information in the July newsletter.
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Thank You
A huge thank you to everyone who helped at my dad’s funeral. The food and decorations were great. It is a blessing to have such organized hardworking church members. Thank you for helping to make that day less stressful.  The Hazel Family.


Building and Grounds Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Building and Grounds committee on Monday, June 22nd at 6:30.  All trustees and building and grounds committee members should plan to attend.

Thank You to Our Kids!
It was brought to my attention that the Sunday School kids did an awesome job singing on their final Sunday of Sunday School for the congregation. I am sorry to have missed it and want to send out a BIG thank you to the kiddos and Ms. Naomi for all of their work to prepare for this treat for the congregation!
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Semi-Annual Meeting
The semi-annual meeting will be immediately following worship on July 19th.  There are several important issues to be considered at the meeting.  The congregation will vote on replacing carpet in the mailbox area, the ladies lounge and the men’s lounge. The congregation will also vote on adopting new bi-laws for Zion.  In addition, the future of the parsonage will be considered. Please plan to attend this important meeting.
Annual Volunteer Appreciation Lunch: The annual volunteer appreciation lunch will be immediately following the semi-annual meeting. Please plan to stay for this special time of recognition and fellowship.  The lunch is hosted by the Board of Evangelism.

Welcome New Members!
We are pleased to welcome new returning members to Zion!  Jason Sutherland has renewed his membership. Though it is long distance, but he is pleased to renew his church family!  Sharon and Rolly Krauss have renewed their membership and we are so happy to welcome them back to the Zion family!  Please welcome these new returning members!
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Art in the Park, Lake Odessa, August 1st
Zion will again be at Art in the Park! This year we will be part of the children's area.  We will hand out backpacks and have a game for kids.  We always need help and hope that those attending will stop by and show their support,

Flowers by Zion
This is Zion's 4th year tending the flower garden at the Lake Odessa Beach and the third year tending the flowers by the welcome sign on Jordan Lake Avenue by the fairgrounds. This year the flowers are planted with a patriotic theme for celebrating the 250th anniversary of our nation. Help with watering and tending to the flowers is needed.  If you can help, please see Martha.
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Flowerpots Around Zion
Thank you to Mary Makley for putting together the flowers in the containers at the front to the church. This is a project sponsored by the ZLCW.  Mary and Buffy try to keep them watered and deadheaded if you stop by and water them, please text one of us, so we know that we do not need to come out and complete this constant task. Thank you!

Altar Flowers
If are interested in donating flowers for the altar, please contact Mary Makley.  We have vases that can be used and filled here at church or if you have beautiful potted plants or flowers at home, you wish to share.  The congregation really enjoys having fresh flowers on the altar.

****** Thank you for your patience……. Martha has been typing the bulletin at home the month of June and some in May, we need to thank her for her dedication to keeping the congregation in bulletins, despite the inconvenience. Thank you for your patience with me not creating a newsletter timely for June, but the office computers has not been working. I will create an update as needed for July as needed. Buffy




VBS Donations Needed!
Donations Needed for VBS Crafts: VBS is July 14,15, 16, at the Lake Odessa Fairgrounds. It is a Lakewood Ministerial Association ministry. Zion is leading the crafts and we need your stuff!! A box will be under the mailboxes for your donations. Every donation is appreciated. Thank you so much!
· Sand-Foam. We Need:
• 4 cup of bigger mixing bowls (you won’t get them back)
• Ice cream pails (you won’t get them back)
• Food coloring, any color (expiration date not important!)
• Wipes
• “Messy” Self-Portraits. We Need:
• Yarn
• Strips of cloth
• Pieces of cloth
• Markers
• Crayons
• Gogglie Eyes
• Pipe Cleaners
• Q-tips
• Cottage cheese or sour cream container lids only
• Wipes
• Welcome Home Doors (prodigal son). We Need:
• Stickers (any kind)
• Felt
• Buttons
• Q-Tips
• Cottage cheese or sour cream container lids only
• Wipes
Any questions, please see Lisa Krikke, Karen Heise or Martha Yoder.
Are you interested in volunteering? We need you! Group leaders are needed!!
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