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A Message from Our Pastor
Keep on loving your friends; do your work with welcoming hearts. Psalm 36:10
On August 23, Zion celebrated its 170th anniversary. The tent was full, the laughter, joy and smiles were abundant. I heard from several guests an appreciation of the sincere welcome they received from so many of our congregational members. It warms my heart to hear that Zion takes care of the stranger in addition to the friend among us. I have heard many stories like the ones I heard during this weekend from visitors about our congregation.
What makes a church family warm, open-hearted, welcoming and hospitable toward visitors and guests? In my experience, there is no neat method or trick to it. The Holy Spirit working through the word of God is what enables us humble servants to put ourselves out there for strangers and old friends. Knowing deep in our hearts that we have been given a gift that is infinitely beyond anything we deserve – the kingdom of heaven in Christ. Knowing this gift of grace, God opens us up to offer others the simple gift of love, welcoming and hospitality with no strings attached.
The word of God in Jesus Christ exposes and breaks through the crust of self-righteousness that is always growing on us due to the ongoing power of sin in our lives. One of the dangers the modern Church faces is that our religion can easily become a “crust” under which we hide from a threatening world. Jesus invites us to speak confidently about our faith to the stranger, welcoming the new person among us as all of us face real challenges.
Under our crust, we can start to see everything in life – including our church life – through the lens of our personal preferences. The Holy Spirit on the other hand allows us to make a team effort, moving forward with the Word of God, so that we can be united around our Savior in order to reach out into the world. People coming into a church can sense, almost immediately, how thick its crust is. Crusty Christians are ungenerous, quarrelsome, critical, entitled, and self-absorbed. All of us are constantly tempted to be “crusty people”.
Praise be to God who breaks through our crustiness and lays us bare. We are sinners who have been forgiven and lifted up from death to sing God’s praises! I love being part of Zion Lutheran Church, where the body of Christ understands and practices simple generosity. There is no trick to it. It is the Holy Spirit active in our midst, brushing aside the dead crust of fear and self-protection. I love being among you where life and growth are evident, and where the kingdom of heaven is shining in front of our eyes every day.

Welcoming others with you in the name of Christ,
+Pastor Ken
Zion’s 170th Anniversary Celebration, August 23rd
A sincere “thank you” to everyone who served on the 170th Anniversary Committee for all their planning and hard work. The 170th service and celebration on August 23rd was amazing! We worshiped outside with about 100 people in attendance. We were blessed to have Pastor Becky and Terry Ebb-Speese, Pastor Jim and Sandy Couser, Pastor Polly and John Standley and Pastor Mike and Vicki Anderson with us for this special day. Pastor Marilyn Danielson from the Congregational Church in Lake Odessa joined us for the hymn sing.
Everyone enjoyed great fellowship and food following the service. People stayed to tour the church and look at the historical exhibits in the Fireside Lounge, displays in other areas of the church and a hymn sing in the sanctuary. It was a wonderful day! If you were not able to attend, there are extra copies of the timeline, the bulletin from the service, ink pens, coffee mugs and water bottles for you too! Also, attached to the newsletter is a copy of the summary of Zion’s history shared by Pastor Ken during the service. We are so blessed to have a legacy of 170 years of worship and service and look forward to what the future has in store for us at Zion.
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Backpack and School Supply Ministry
The Lakewood Area Ministerial Association (LAMA) partnered with Zion this year to provide school supplies and backpacks to area children. LAMA purchased the school supplies and Zion provided the backpacks.
We took reservations and distributed the supplies and backpacks on August 11 and August 14 at the Lake Odessa Library. In all, we provided supplies to 90 children and backpacks to 65 children ranging from pre-K to 12th grade. The kids were excited for their bags of supplies. One girl said, "I get this whole bag!" The bags were stuffed
using the suggested supply list for each grade from Lakewood Public School and Hastings Public Schools. The kids liked their backpacks, which were individually selected for them based on their stated color preference. One girl exclaimed, “It is pink and so pretty and good quality too.” One little boy couldn’t wait to put his on and model it for us! The parents were extremely grateful for the help in getting their kids ready for the school year. Many commented on what a blessing this was and how much it helped. We helped all kids of families - traditional mom and dad, single parent, one mother raising three of her siblings, a mother raising her own and her sister's children, and grandparents either raising or helping raise grandkids. All very thankful that someone cared about them.
We did have some walk-ins too and were able to provide them with supplies and backpacks too.
Every child received a "little Jesus," a Jesus loves me stress ball, and a card with scripture and backpack prayer. We also had a table of "fun items" like charms for backpacks, stickers, rulers, Jesus Loves Me bracelets, rings, and other trinkets the kids could "shop" for themselves. They spent a lot of time at that table picking out the things they wanted. We also provided snacks for the kids and their parents.
A huge "thank you" to everyone who helped shop, assembly the supply bags and work at the distribution. They made this ministry possible – Karen Heise, Ruth Hindman, Carlotta Willard, Pastor Kathy Smith, Pastor Marilyn Danielson, Pastor Kathy Smith's family, and Martha Yoder. We truly appreciate the prayers and financial support from members of Ziion for this important local ministry. It is hard to convey how thankful these families were!

Art In the Park, August 1st
Zion was invited by the Lake Odessa Arts to be part of their “Kid’s Zone” during Art in the Park on August 1st. The Kid’s Zone provides a safe place for kids to come to have crafts, games, and fun! Zion accepted the invitation. We had a great time with the kids. There was a coloring sheet with the theme “God Makes All Things Beautiful” that kids could color and enter to win one of four Dairy Queen gift card. We gave away backpacks every 15 minutes and the recipients were thrilled! In the afternoon we hosted games to keep the kids entertained. Even through it was a rainy day, the kids kept coming and had a great time! A huge “Thank You” to Carlotta Willard, Taryn Willard, Ruth Hindman, Lyle Sandbrook and Martha Yoder for making this special ministry possible.
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Baby Care Kits
Zion is collecting items and will be assembling Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief. We need your help! We are especially in need of blankets (between 32” and 52” square, lightweight fabric), prefolded diapers, sleepers (no feet)/gowns/pajama sets 6 months to 24 months, bars of soap, and lightweight t-shirts (no onesies) 6 months to 24 months. If you can donate items or provide financial support, it would be very appreciated as we do not have a Thrivent grant this year to help purchase the items needed. There is a display of items collected and information on what is needed in the fellowship hall. We hope to have 25 kits that will be used in the United States and abroad as needed. The kits will be assembled during the week of October 4th and blessed during worship on October 11th. The blessed kits will be packed and taken to St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids on October 17th.



Sunday School Kick Off
Sunday, September 13th will be Kick Off Sunday for Sunday School.  It will have a special craft and other fun activities. Please look for more details in the next couple of weeks. 
We have Sunday School available for all ages. We are fortunate to have our teachers back for another year, Mary Makley is returning to teach our younger children, Naomi Wilson has the older kids, and Claude Smith is teaching the adult class located in the fireside lounge. Big thanks to each of the teachers for this ongoing commitment.
Ready, set, go to have another great year of Sunday School!
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Free Food and Fun at the Woodland Park
This year the Board of Evangelism wanted to try hosting a Christian time of fellowship for kids and their families at the Woodland Park. We decided on three dates for this year, July 9, 23, and August 6th. The kids and their families enjoyed hot dogs, Lunchables, chips, cookies, ice cream, and beverages. They also had fun making crafts like painted rocks, cross necklaces, and Jesus Loves Me suncatchers. The games were also a hit – water balloons on a hot day, ball tosses, golf and giant baseball. We always had a “Zion” table with our banner, church flyer and business cards, and Christian themed giveaways for the kids. The first time there were 27 people by the third day there were about 56 people…and the kids asked if we could “do it again tomorrow!” There were many words of thanks and appreciation. One woman asked to pray for us and for continued success with this ministry. A shout of thanks to Karen Heise, Diane Griffin, Rocky Johnson, Ruth Hindman, Kole Hokanson, Andi Hokanson, Lyle Sandbrook, Paul Meade, and Martha Yoder for being great hosts, cooks, and leaders for this local ministry. We also thank the Village of Woodland and Roy Wise for allowing us to use the pavilion and facilities and helping us set up and clean-up each time. It was a very special time!

Clean-Up Reminder
Just a friendly reminder that if your board or committee has a ministry or function at the church and needs to rearrange or move furniture and other items, the furniture and items need to be returned to their original location when the ministry or function is complete. Thank you for your help!

Church Use Reminder
We love having the church used for family gatherings! As we head toward the holiday seasons, just a quick reminder that if you would like to use the church for a family holiday gathering, please complete a church use form and submit it to the church office to get your gathering on the calendar and the use approved by Council President, Paul Meade. Thank you!
Woodland Homecoming
Just a reminder that there will be no service at Zion on September 6th, but there will be a community service at Harold Classic Memorial Park in Woodland at 9am under the pavilion. Woodland United Methodist, Lifesong Church and our congregation will all be worshipping together. 
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Sunday, September 6, 2026
Community Service at Harold Classic Memorial Park (under the pavilion) at 9am


170th Anniversary Summary
Worship Service, August 23, 2026
Presented by Pastor Ken Scheck II

Reading 1: The Faithful Pioneers
The first Lutheran settlers came into this section of Michigan in 1852, when Woodland was still a solid block of virgin forest, some directly from Germany and others from locations in Michigan and across the union. These settlers were willing to endure the hardships of pioneer life, but they were not willing to give up their beloved church and the means of grace.
For several years, they held reading services in one another’s homes. When their numbers grew to about 20 families, a meeting was held and Zion Lutheran church was organized.
In his book for Zion’s 50th anniversary, their pastor, the Reverand Kittel wrote, “There are still several aged fathers and mothers among us who are able to relate to us very vividly how this locality looked at that time; that everything was a dense forest interspersed with deep and dangerous swamps; that many of the trees were veritable giants; that much of the timber was very valuable and that Woodland received its name from the density and great abundance of forests.”
Those early settlers have surnames that many still recognize today – Baitinger, Niethamer, Jordan, Velte, Buerkle, Brodbeck, and Reiser.
“The “roads” to one another’s homes for their reading services were really paths, trails or openings through the forests and swamps across which huge logs were hauled which did not have so much as two handsful of ground over them, so that we can easily imagine how difficult and unpleasant it must have been to travel over such road and yet no one remained away from the reading services unnecessarily. This surely was a commendable trait.”
By 1861, these Lutheran settlers were determined to build a church. Land was donated by George Niethamer and a 22 x 32 building was built at a cost of $300. Even after their church was built, they struggled to find pastors and have pastors that would stay for very long. They also shared pastors with neighboring communities. The first pastor was Rev. Vincent Klein whose wife donated the first communion service to the church. There was no parsonage until Adam Baitinger Sr. donated an acre of land for this purpose.
Even with all the challenges of times without pastors, pastors coming and going, and terrible roads, the congregation grew and in 1893 a new brick church twice the size of the original church was built for the sum of $3,000. That church now serves as our fellowship hall. The original church was moved to the north side of the parsonage to use for a school.
Services were exclusively in German until after moving into the new church when English services were introduced and held once a month. The Ladies’ Aid was formed in 1880. Zion continued to worship and grow in numbers.
I think the summary written by Reverend Kettel in Zion’s fifth anniversary booklet provides a wonderful insight into the spirit and soul of Zion. He says, “…But why celebrate? Why have something special for that occasion? Remember, the soul of a Christian always finds so many reasons for celebrating a jubilee and it is not satisfied to do this alone. It feels constrained to share its joy with others of a like mind, for doing this heightens our joy. Hence a Christian rejoices when there is an anniversary, because he sees the hand of God in everything, and seeing it, he gratefully acknowledges the goodness and mercy of his heavenly Father. This same heavenly Father has also led and blessed our dear Zion’s congregation abundantly these past fifty years and looking over that space of time, we find manifold reasons for lauding and “making a joyful noise unto the Lord,” our God.”

Reading 2: Faith In Action
It is now 1956 and Zion is celebrating its Centennial! A lot has happened since those early days.
The Luther League was formed in 1921 for the purpose of “giving the young people a better opportunity to know and to serve their church.
In the early 1920s automobiles became the more popular method of transportation so the horse stalls at the rear of the church were removed.
In the late 1920s Vacation Bible School was started and held at the Woodland town hall.
In 1930, Zion became part of the American Lutheran Church and adopted use of the new ALC hymnal in 1937.
In 1932 tragedy struck Zion when lightning struck the steeple of the church. The fire was confined to the steeple. The bell was damaged as was the roof. During repairs, services were held at the American Legion Hall in Lake Odessa.
By 1937, more space was needed for Sunday School rooms and social purposes so the congregation undertook the project of digging a basement. The new basement included a kitchen which was a great addition and used often.
Sunday bulletins were introduced and members looked forward to reading it each week for information about the congregation’s activities.
There were many parsonage and church renovations and improvements. One was new hardwood oak flooring installed and finished in 1942 by the men and women of the congregation that are still in use in our fellowship hall.
In 1952, the congregation sponsored a refugee family from Germany. The Markwart family was warmly welcomed into the Zion family. A house was provided and furnished by the congregation. In 1956, another family, the Schmidts, were also warmly welcomed from Germany.
In 1954 the congregation had a sizeable increase in membership with 41 communing members added. Church attendance doubled in the ten years from 1945 to 1955.
At the 1955 annual meeting, the congregation voted to build in order to address pressing needs for more worship and Sunday school space as well as indoor restrooms.
Carroll Brodbeck wrote in the Zion Centennial book, “As we prepare for our centennial, we are mindful of the consecrated service and sacrifice of the members and the pastors during the past 100 years. We are also mindful of the guidance and blessing of God. He alone deserves the praise, glory, and honor as we celebrate our centennial. We are also mindful of our sins and shortcomings. We fervently hope and pray that the Lord of the Church will continue to bless us in the years that lie ahead. May the Lord of the Church enable us to be faithful, loyal, humble, dedicated and consecrated Christians to his service, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” (I Corinthians 3:6). The story of our centennial is the story of God at work in our congregation.”

Reading 3: The Legacy of Faith and Action Continues
It is now October 13, 1963. Dedication Day. All the planning, fundraising and work is done. A new worship space is finished. More than 500 people witnessed this dedication blessing, “This edifice is dedicated to the glory of God who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself and to the ministry of reconciliation.”
Zion’s ministries continued in the local area and abroad. The pastors were members of the Woodland Township Ministerial Association and Zion participated in community Mother and Daughter Banquets, Holy Week Services, the World Day of Prayer and worship services broadcast on WBCH Radio. At Christmas, gifts were sent to the Barry County Medical Care Facility, the Lutheran Orphanage at Toledo, and the Child Welfare Department at the Lutheran Social Services of Michigan. Guest missionaries were invited to the church each year.
In 1965, the congregation voted to spend $500 to enroll in the Bethel Bible Study. The pastor was trained and then trained others so they could lead classes at Zion.
In the 1970s, a family from Vietnam was sponsored and came to Woodland. A house, furnishing and provisions were provided to this new immigrant family.
In 1975 a steeple was added to the church at a cost of $3,665. This steeple is still in use standing tall, pointing the way to Zion with a cross on the top to remind all that Zion centers on God above.
A new “Singles and Couples Club” was formed to encourage fellowship among members.
In 1981 Zion commemorated 125 years by reflecting on its German heritage and beginnings in Woodland. A German meal and German musical group were part of a three-day celebration with more than 500 people attending the dinner. The highlight was Sunday morning worship where the bishop at the time, Bishop Holle spoke on 1 Peter 2:1-9 with the theme, “Christ, the Living Cornerstone.” In his message he reminded the congregation of the importance of being themselves “living” stones within Christ’s Church, and as living stones to hear and receive his Word for the sake of Christ’s ministry of service and mission to spread of the Good News of Salvation.
The church constitution and by-Laws were rewritten to include the creation of new Boards including the Church Council, Boards of Elders, Trustees, Parish Education,
Evangelism, Stewardship, Youth Ministry, Fellowship, and Worship Planning. This organizational plan for Zion has worked well and is still in place with minimal changes.
In 1994, the church was made more accessible with the addition of an elevator.
In 1995, an annual Swiss Steak dinner was started to support the local Habitat for Humanity.
Over the years, the women of Zion collected huge amounts of clothes, made and donated hundreds of quilts and packaged numerous school supply and health kits to be donated to Lutheran World Relief. A pantry was created at Zion making food, clothing and baby items accessible to our local community.
There have been five significant times since Zion’s Centennial when Zion has been without a pastor ranging from two months to more than two years. If ever there was a church and congregation determined to succeed it is Zion. Through a great deal of strength and commitment, each time the congregation has stepped up and taken on duties to maintain programs and to assist each other so worship and missions would continue. Some visited the sick and elderly, many have preached a sermon if a fill-in Pastor wasn’t available, others have led first communion or confirmation classes, while others helped to maintain church records.
Like their predecessors, the congregation has continued to make many updates to the church and parsonage some minor and some quite major undertakings. All have been done with care, a sense of community and with the help of many men and women of the congregation.
Today, Zion continues to live the legacy of faith through weekly worship services, Sunday School for all, remembering our shut-ins with visits and gifts and cards several times a year, a wide variety of local ministries, and participation in church-wide ministries including Lutheran World Relief, World Hunger, and Good Gifts. Vacation Bible School has also continued.
Your Pastor is a member of the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association and Zion participates in community ministries including the Good Friday Service, Thanksgiving Service, and this year a community-wide Vacation Bible School.
Zion also lives its legacy of action and is always ready to step up and help. This year that has meant collecting first-aid supplies and providing monetary support for the synod mission team visit to Honduras, preparing bags of food and supplies for the homeless,
personal care kits and baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief. Locally, Zion collected funds for Manna’s Market, Feed the Need, the Lakewood Community Council and to support the Lakewood Area Ministerial Association.
Zion is visible in the community at events like the Lakewood Baccalaureate Service, Community Easter Egg Hunt and Art in the Park, bringing “Jesus” to these events. This year marks Zion’s fifth year of helping provide backpacks and school supplies to community children and will also be the fifth year of the free Christmas Tree Market.
Within Zion, care is given to provide Christian education opportunities for kids and adults. Bibles are provided to our children as is instruction for first-communion and we look forward to our next opportunity for a confirmation class to begin.
There is much to celebrate today! People have been standing on this site, worshiping the same Lord for 170 years. Think of that! It is an amazing achievement. Just to put it in perspective, this congregation has been organized and active longer than every congregation in the synod but one – that is Trinity Lutheran Church in Hillsdale that got its start two years before Zion. Today is a day to stand tall, smile brightly, and relish the blessing of being in a family of Christ.
The 110th anniversary summary ends by quoting Philippians 3:14 where Paul says, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” It continues, “It is our prayer that Zion Lutheran shall always be built upon Christ as its foundation. May our coming years be as fruitful as our past…Since Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, may each of Zion’s members likewise dedicate themselves to love the Church and her Lord and give of themselves for Christ’s work. Let each of us press on toward the goal.”
I have seen that there is a caring heart among the people of Zion. I encourage everyone here to look to the future through the lense of that caring heart. As you do, think about what you can do in the years to come to grow closer in your relationship with the Lord, to find the best ways for you to serve and most of all, to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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